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FORM FOR AMENDMENTS AND ADDENDA 

 
To be used by Commissioners when proposing Amendments/Addenda to Proposed Deliverances 

 

Amendment / Addendum* to the Proposed Deliverance of the Board of Trustees 

The following amendment / addendum* will be proposed:  

 

That paragraphs 3 to 8 of the Deliverance be deleted and replaced with the following paragraphs (paragraph 9 in 

the Deliverance to become paragraph 11): 

 

3.  The General Assembly, recognising that, after consideration of the Biblical and theological questions 

and widespread consultation throughout the Church on the question of the form of worship presently practised, 

there are equally conscientious and Biblically grounded but differing views on the subject, ordain and enact in 

the following terms. 

 

4.  The General Assembly hereby repeal Act V, Class II, 1932; Act I, Class I, 1910; Act VI, Class II, 

1910; Act V, Class II, 1905; Act of Assembly, of date 31st May 1883, entitled “VII. Act anent Instrumental 

Music (No. 4 of Class II)”; and resolutions authorising and sanctioning the use of uninspired hymns, of dates 

June 3, 1872; May 27, 1881 May 26, 1896; and May 24, 1897.  

 

5.  The General Assembly declare that purity of worship requires that every aspect of  worship services, 

including sung praise, be consistent with the Word of God and with the whole doctrine of the Confession of 

Faith approved by previous Assemblies of this Church. 

 

6.  The General Assembly ordain that every service of congregational worship shall include the singing of 

Psalms. 

 

7.  The General Assembly ordain that, with regard to the sung praise of congregations in worship, each 

Kirk Session shall have freedom, either to restrict the sung praise to the Psalms, or to include paraphrases of 

Scripture, and hymns and spiritual songs consistent with the doctrine of the Confession of Faith; that each Kirk 

Session shall have freedom whether to permit musical accompaniment to the sung praise in worship, or not. 

 

8.  The General Assembly advise that, notwithstanding the foregoing, no Kirk Session should agree to a 

change in sung praise or musical accompaniment against the wishes of the minister of the congregation, and that 

a visiting minister, presiding at a service in a congregation where the aforementioned freedom to use uninspired 

materials of praise and musical instruments has been exercised, may exercise that freedom or not as he sees fit.  

 

9.  The General Assembly ordain that in meetings of Church Courts the use of uninspired materials of 

praise and of instrumental music will be avoided.  

 

10.  The General Assembly appoint a Special Committee (using consultants as required) to investigate the 

feasibility and desirability of producing a recommended list of paraphrases of Scripture and hymns and spiritual 

songs consistent with the Word of God and the whole doctrine of the Confession of Faith, and whether the Free 

Church ought to produce a praise resource supplementary to the Psalter, and to report to the 2011 General 

Assembly.” 

Name of Proposer:   Alex J MacDonald 


